
Whited Fen Community Meeting
March 6, 2023



Nine Mile Creek Watershed District 
Brett Eidem –Staff 
Lizzy Boor -Staff 
Grace Butler- Board Manager
Peggy Kvam- Board Manager

City of Minnetonka
Leslie Yetka- Staff



Community Meeting Agenda

• Nine Mile Creek Watershed District

• Whited Fen Overview

• Proposed Restoration

• Landowner/Volunteer Participation

• Next Steps/Timeline

• Discussion



Nine Mile Creek Watershed District



What is a wetland?

"Wetlands are areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground 
water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal 
circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life 
in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, 
and similar areas."

- Definition of wetlands as used by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) and the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) since the 1970s for regulatory purposes.



Watershed Wide Wetland Study



What Makes Whited Special?
Rich Fen Floating Mat (Sphagnum moss)
• reducing the risk of floods 

• improving water quality 

• providing habitat for unique plant and animal communities

• sequestering large amounts of carbon





Why do something now?
Invasive Vegetation Management
• Narrowleaf Cattail

• Purple Loostrife

• Glossy Buckthorn



We need your help!
Landowners

• Access agreements
– Temporary construction

– Longterm maintenance

• Wetland Buffers
– Remove upland invasives

– Establish wetland buffer (15-30’)

• Preserve Wetland Health
– Keep trash and yard waste out

– Do not plant exotic species



Tentative Project



City of Minnetonka Parcel



• Work with City on inspections/maintenance plan

• Volunteer Help

Longterm Maintenance



• Bring NMCWD Board outcomes of Community Meeting

• Advance Final Restoration design, costs, timelines

• Acquire Necessary Permits and landowner 
access/maintenance easements

• Work with Minnetonka on City parcel restoration and 
overlook design

• More school/youth group engagement 

Next Steps



Questions?
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