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Overall Health of NW Anderson Lake

Water quality in Northwest Anderson (NW) Lake met

all the parameters of the Minnesota State Water Quality
Standards for shallow lakes in 2018. The District’s water
quality improvement projects improved the lake’s water
quality from prior years. Previously, NW Anderson Lake
had too much of the nutrient phosphorus due, in part, to
curly-leaf pondweed, an invasive aquatic plant. Phosphorus
fuels algae growth, and too much can lead to unwanted
algae blooms. Now, the lake meets state water quality
standards for phosphorus and has reduced levels of curly-
leaf pondweed. Water clarity also increased as a result of
the District’s water quality improvement projects. Overall,
the health of NW Anderson Lake has improved in recent

years.

NW Anderson Lake Projects

The Nine Mile Creek Watershed District conducted a

lake drawdown to improve the health of NW Anderson
Lake. The project goals were to reduce the amount of
curly-leaf pondweed, an invasive aquatic plant, and control
phosphorus levels in the lake. The intent of the project
was to expose the bottom of the lake to freeze and kill the
turions (seed-like structures) of the curly-leaf pondweed
plants. The NW Anderson Lake drawdown occurred in the
fall of 2008 until the spring of 2009. Follow-up herbicide
treatments occurred from 2010-2013.

Monitoring data from 2018 indicate

that the water quality improvement

projects have successfully
controlled curly-leaf pondweed
and improved water quality.
Monitoring will continue to track

the success of the projects.

Lake drawdown (2008)

Nine Mile Creek Watershed District
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NORTHWEST ANDERSON LAKE

FACT SHEET

Lake Characteristics

Surface Area 185 acres
Average Depth 4 feet

Max Depth 9 feet

Watershed Size 587 acres
Location Eden Prairie
Invasive Species « Eurasian watermilfoil
« Reed canary grass  « Purple loosestrife

« Narrow-leaved cattail + Curly-leaf pondweed
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Fishing

MPCA Standard <20 pg/L
NW Anderson Lake
does not have public
- I D S fishing access.
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B NW Anderson Lake — — = State Standard Walklng & Blklng
2.1 miles of turf and
paved trails are located

at Anderson Lakes Park
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Phospherus What is

Phosphorus?
Phosphorus is a nutrient that Reserve.
MPCA Standard 5 60 pg/L
algae need to grow. Too much

phosphorus can “over-feed” algae
in a lake, which can lead to algae Parks
blooms. Lower phosphorus levels Anderson Lakes Park
I I l l I I indicate better water quality. Reserve provides access
l to walking trails and small
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3 There is no public

swimming beach.
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There is no boat access

on NW Anderson Lake.
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