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“If you could do one thing for water conservation, what would it be?”
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Nine Mile Creek Watershed District’s 
Water Management Plan requires 
City Local Water Plans to include a commitment to 
‘adopt and implement a groundwater conservation policy’.



The CITY of

EDINAInform

www.EdinaMN.gov 3



The CITY of

EDINA

Future climate predictions

• Average temperatures will continue to rise

• More high temperature days

• Longer freeze-free period

• Total precipitation increase overall, some 
models predict summer precipitation will 
remain stable or decline

• Heavy precipitation events continue to be more 
intense and frequent

• Winter rain and freezing rain may replace snow

Observed Changes

• Rising average temperatures

• Longer freeze-free season

• More precipitation

• More heavy precipitation

Climate impacts 
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“Summary of Observed Changes in Twin 
Cities Climate”, University of Michigan’s Great 
Lakes Integrated Science and Assessments.
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“2017 Report of the Metropolitan Area Water Supply Advisory 
Committee to the Minnesota Legislature”, Metropolitan Council.

What is Sustainable 
Water Use?

Use of water that does not 
harm ecosystems, 

degrade water quality, or 
compromise the ability of 

future generations to meet 
their own needs.
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Core service

• Delivery of safe and healthy waters to promote public health

• Delivery of water for commercial and industrial uses

• Availability of water for fire suppression

Secondary service

• Delivery of water for irrigation and other nonessential uses
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Where do Edina residents get their water from?

Edina metered connections

Private wells

Minneapolis

St Louis Park

Richfield

Bloomington

Eden Prairie
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• Utility infrastructure infographic handout
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Average day water sales

Residential

Non-residential

Water supplier uses

Unaccounted

Data year: 2016
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Winter

Summer

Twin Cities Metro Area, monthly use 
(Metropolitan Council, 2014)
Approximately 3x higher in summer
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Passive

• Result from the installation of 
water efficient fixtures (toilets, 
showerheads, and washers) 
implemented by manufacturing 
standards and plumbing codes.

Active

• Educational programs

• Customer incentives

• Conservation ordinances

Conservation efforts
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Water supply planners
Water utility operators

Master Water Stewards
Metro Water Resources Coordinators Group 

Metro Groundwater Association
Speak Up! Edina

behavior change

Knowledge

Technology

Regulatory
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Drinking 
Water

Stormwater
Sanitary 
Sewer

ONE 
WATER

Water reuse
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Water pricing
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• Lawns require approximately 1 
inch of water per week

• Odd/even watering ordinances 
may increase overall demand as 
consumers assume that is what is 
required for a health lawn or are 
concerned about ‘missing their 
day’

• So why do it? Peak demand

City Code says;

• Even addresses can irrigate on 
even days. Odd addresses can 
irrigate on odd days.

• No watering between 11am 
and 5pm any day. *some 
exemptions.

• Those with Minneapolis water 
or private wells exempt.

Irrigation Ban
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How do we motivate?

• Relationships are key

• Get to know people

• Provide regular feedback 
(benchmarking)

• Build trust

• Appeal to norms and values

• Information ≠ action

• Money ≠ sustained action

• Motivation/inspiration = action

What drives action?
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University of Minnesota, Center for Changing Landscapes
Amit Pradhananga
Mae Davenport
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• We have the ability to support more customers in areas where 
future growth is expected

• Grandview, Pentagon Park/Gateway, Southdale
• Conservation efforts increase capacity

• More users help to spread the service cost
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• Review water pricing and conservation tiers.

• Continue to invest in repair and renewal of 
infrastructure, lead with water conservation 
when making meter replacement decisions.

• Institute a green building policy.

• Benchmark, provide feedback for users.

• Make information available.

• Largest users are largest opportunities.

• Continue to respond to irrigation ban 
infractions on a complaint basis. 
No changes to existing irrigation ban.

• Transition public spaces from conventional 
turf to alternatives with lower water 
demand.

• Reduce barriers to implementing water 
reuse (public and private, 
technical/political/social/economic).

Staff perspective
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