MILE CREEK

WATERSHED DISTRICT

Overall Health of Indianhead Lake

Indianhead Lake’s water quality is poor,
measurements for phosphorus and water clarity failed
to meet the state standards for shallow lakes. Data
collected in 2020 showed that Indianhead Lake is
impaired. Indianhead is a land-locked basin with no
surface outlet. For that reason, no flushing occurs
and nutrients build up in the lake, especially during
large rain events. Although more nutrients generally
lead to more algal and plant growth, more nutrients
do not guarantee more plant diversity. Monitoring
teams only catalogued three different plant species
in the 2020 plant survey. Two of those three plants
were invasive species. Overall, the water quality of

Indianhead lake is poor and the plant diversity

is

also poor and includes invasive

species.

Yellow Iris

Photo from MNDNR

Indianhead Lake Projects

The District has completed a lake water quality study
that identifies potential water quality improvement
projects to help improve the overall health of the
lakes. This study was finished in early 2022. In
addition to the water quality study, the City of

Edina had fisheries surveys done on Arrowhead and

Indianhead Lakes.
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Lake Characteristics

Surface Area
Max Depth
Watershed Size
Location

Invasive Species

14 acres

6.5 feet

107 acres

Edina

Purple loosestrife

Yellow iris
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jied eoRed

— watershed
oundar
g boundary
\'\
)
/
% py S
A i __'-\SE- ” |.:
]
f%; II
Indianhead ‘ J
Lake g f =3
|
P
«\Q‘b' y
IS
\ A, |
\\8* '|_ | g
e
<8 a0 500 1,000 ft

=3
/ L | |




Chlorophyll-a

w
wv

MPCA Standard < 20 ug/L
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Fishing
Indianhead Lake does

not have public access
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for fishing.
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Year Walking & Biking
Indianhead Lak — — — State Standard .
W indianhead Lake ate Standar Indianhead Lake does not

have public trails.
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Phosphorus

What is
Phosphorus?
MPCA Standard < 20 pg/L Phosphorus is a nutrient that Parks

algae need to grow. Too much Indianhead Lake does not

[13 ”
phosphorus can “over feed algae have park amenities.

in a lake, which can lead to algae
blooms. Indianhead Lake’s high

phosphorus levels indicate

2011 2014 2019 poorer water qua|ity.

Year
B Indianhead Lake — — — StateStandard Swimming

O 6

No public swimming

beach.
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: Boating g
Indianhead Lake does not
have public boat access.
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