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Bush Lake Community Meeting

• Current Lake Health
• Past district projects
• City projects
• Upcoming water quality study

• We want to hear from you!



What is a Watershed?



Nine Mile Creek
Watershed District



What we do

Educational Workshops 
and Programs

Cost Share Grants
Monitoring

Capital Improvement Projects
Permitting



Nine Mile Creek
Watershed District



Water Quality
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Fisheries 89 lbs/acre



Lake Levels



Lake Levels
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Lake Levels



Past/Current Projects

• 2000 Bush Lake Outlet
• Shoreline Buffer



City Cattail Management—A Brief History
• There is only one native species of cattail in 

Minnesota – broad-leaf cattail
• Historically, due to grazing, fire and 

dynamic water levels, cattail was relatively 
uncommon in MN, compared to its 
distribution today

• Narrow-leaf cattail was introduced from 
Europe, it is able to cross breed with broad-
leaf cattail creating a hybrid species

• Hybrid cattail is particularly aggressive



Cattail 
Dominance
Conceptual 
Ecological 

Model



Management Plan
Good ecological management works within 
the confines of the system

• It took over a decade for the cattail to 
dominate

• High intensity impacts will set the cattail 
back

• Long term management will build back 
ecosystem resilience that resists cattail 
dominance
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We are here
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Adaptive 
management
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Cattail 
Distribution
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Containment and Reduction
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Species  
Diversity
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Emergent 
wetlands post 
cattail.
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Forebay 
management



Water Quality Study

• Electrofishing survey
• Aquatic plant survey
• Public engagement/feedback

Water quality improvement protection project





Questions?



Community Input

What are your current concerns regarding the health of Bush Lake?

What are some actions that could address your concerns?



Community Input

What are your concerns regarding the health of Bush Lake as you think 
about the future? What are potential future threats?

What are some actions that could address your concerns?
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